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?. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 5 
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| 1 international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23. 1 (b)) 
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Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Cited documents: 
Dl) WO 0196336 A2 
D2) EP 0049407 Al 

The claimed invention relates to novel compounds and to the 
use of these and some known compounds as Itk inhibitors for 
the treatment of asthma and allergic rhinitis. 

The document Dl is regarded as being the closest prior art and 
discloses compounds that are overlapping with the compounds of 
the present claims. These compounds are used for the treatment 
of asthma (see claim 40) . 

Some (3H-imidazo[4,5-b]pyridine-2-yl)-phenyl derivatives are 
explicitly mentioned (see claim 30), but no compounds falling 
under the formulas of claims 1 (formula 1), 9 (formula la), 11 
(formula lb), 13 (formula 1c) or 15 (formula Id) are 
exemplified in Dl . 

Therefore, the subject matter of claims 1-19 is novel. 

The subject-matter of the claimed invention differs from what 
is known from Dl in that the known structurally related 
compounds are said to inhibit the 15-lipoxygenase enzyme 
instead of the kinase Itk although they are both used for 
treatment of asthma. 

The applicant has not shown that the structural differences 

r ®?? 6 fu . claimed compounds unexpected effects in comparison 
with the known compounds. 

It is considered obvious to a person skilled in the art to 
modify structurally similar compounds to obtain the claimed 
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Continuation of: BOX V 

compounds and come to the conclusion that they will have the 
same activity. 

Thus, claims 1-19 are considered to fulfil the requirement of 
novelty, but not that of inventive step. 
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